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LA BELLE AU BOIS DORMANT

Charles Silver (1868-1949)

Féerie lyrique in four acts and nine tableaux, including a prologue.

Libretto by Michel Carré and Paul Collin after the tale by Charles Perrault.

First performance: Grand-Théatre, Marseille, 8 January 1902.

Editions Choudens - Revision: Palazzetto Bru Zane.

Recorded on 7-9 January 2025 at the Béla Bartok National Concert Hall, MUpa Budapest (Hungary).
World premiere recording.

Release date: 24 April 2026
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Silver: a golden boy among composers?

Charles Silver, born in Paris in 1868 to a travelling salesman of Russian origins, had to apply for French citizenship to be
authorised to enter the Prix de Rome competition for musical composition. He had become a student at the Conservatoire in
1886 and had attended the harmony class of Théodore Dubois and the composition class of Jules Massenet. Having

received his naturalisation papers in 1889, he competed for and won the Premier Prix de Rome in 1891 with the cantata
LInterdit. Aside from the works written at the Villa Medici (notably an overture to Bérénice, performed at the Institut de
France in 1895, and a biblical opera entitled Tobie), his early opus numbers were mélodies and patriotic songs (including

En avant! on a text by Paul Dérouléde). He managed to establish himself in the big Parisian concert associations with a
number of pieces premiered around the turn of the century, among them a Rapsodie sicilienne (Concerts Lamoureux, 1899)
and the Poéme carnavalesque (Monaco, 1906, composed at the Villa Medici). Married to the singer Georgette Bréjean (a
leading interpreter of Massenet’s Manon in the late 1890s), Silver also turned his hand to opera, as witness La Belle au bois
dormant (written in Rome and premiered in Marseille in 1902); Le Clos (premiered at the Opéra-Comique in 1906); Negililde
(a ballet mélé de chants premiered in Monte Carlo in 1909); Myriane (a drame lyrique premiered in Nice in 1913); La Mégére
apprivoisée (premiered at the Opéra in 1922); and finally, La Grand-Meére (1930) and Quatre-Vingt-Treize (1936). Appointed
professor of harmony at the Paris Conservatoire in 1919 after the death of Lavignac, he was made Chevalier de la Légion
d’Honneur in 1926 and died more than twenty years later, in 1949.
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The subject of Sleeping Beauty was rarely set to music in France before the 1890s, when Silver began to consider tackling

it. Only an opera by Carafa and a ballet by Hérold, both composed in the 1820s, had persuaded the Paris Opéra to take an
interest in Perrault’s tale. By contrast, during Silver’s time, it sparked a much keener resurgence of interest: in the space of a
few years, a mélodie by Debussy, a symphonic poem by Alfred Bruneau, a romance by Edmond Missa and an opéra-bouffe by
Charles Lecocq were published under this title.

Silver’s féerie has long been high on the list of curiosities that the Palazzetto Bru Zane had singled out for exploration. An
excerpt was sung by Jodie Devos in a recital devoted to fairytale music and recorded by Alpha Classics in 2016. All that re-
mained was to take the plunge and revive the complete work. Our collaboration with the Hungarian National Philharmonic
Orchestra and Choir — of which David’s Herculanum, Massenet’s Werther and Lalo’s Le Roi d’Ys were the first fruits — proved
to be the ideal framework for this undertaking. At the time of the present recording’s release, a staged version of the opera is
also being presented at the Opéra de Saint-Etienne in coproduction with the Palazzetto Bru Zane. All the indications are that
the time is ripe for the resurrection of a work with such appeal to audiences. Or, at the very least, the fairies have made the
effort to break for a while the curse pronounced more than a century ago. A huge thank you to all the artists and collabora-
tors on this recording project, and first and foremost to Gyorgy Vashegyi, who is motivated by an unwavering passion and
curiosity for the French operatic repertory from Lully to Massenet.

E Find Charles Silver and La Belle au bois dormant on Bru Zane Mediabase

THE WORK STAGED IN SAINT-ETIENNE

FRIDAY 24 APRIL 2026 8 P.M. | SUNDAY 26 APRIL 2026 3 P.M.
OPERA DE SAINT-ETIENNE (FRANCE)

ORCHESTRE SYMPHONIQUE SAINT-ETIENNE LOIRE With Déborah Salazar, Kevin Amiel,

Guillaume Tourniaire conductor Philippe-Nicolas Martin,

CH(EUR LYRIQUE SAINT-ETIENNE LOIRE Matthieu Lécroart, Antoine Foulon,
Laurent Touche chorus master Julie Robard-Gendre, Héloise Poulet,
Laurent Delvert stage director Anne-Lise Polchlopek

Do Cellou assistant stage director
Zoé Pautet set designer

Fanny Brouste costume designer
Sandrine Chapuis choreography
Nathalie Perrier lighting

Staged version

Co-production Opéra de Saint-Etienne | Palazzetto Bru Zane

Sets and costumes made by the workshops of the Opéra de Saint-Etienne
Editions Choudens — Revision: Palazzetto Bru Zane

THE FEERIE ON RECORD

‘In the theatre, one must leave a broad
Jframe for the delightful truancy of the
imagination.

Fantasy is the perfectly suited setting
for this exquisite excess.’

Jacques Offenbach Jacques Offenbach (Zola, Le Naturalisme au Thédtre, p. 355)
Le Voyage dans la Lune (1875) Il était une fois
CHCEUR ET ORCHESTRE NATIONAL  Excerpts from works by Isouard,
MONTPELLIER OCCITANIE Massenet, Offenbach, Schmitt,
Pierre Dumoussaud conductor Silver, Viardot, etc.
CD-book | Bru Zane Label Jodie Devos soprano
‘French opera’ series | 2022 Caroline Meng mezzo-soprano
| GIARDINI

Alpha Classics in collaboration with the
Palazzetto Bru Zane | 2016

PRESSEKONTAKT

Ophelias Culture PR

Ulrike Wilckens Palazzetto Bru Zane
Johannisplatz 3a Centre de musique

D - 81667 Minchen romantique frangaise

+49 89 88 950 940 . . San Polo 2368 30125
letter@ophelias-pr.com glgr;eamgrmﬁgg%2?8?5859nch Venice-Ital

y
Palazzetto Bru Zane f Oin
contact@bru-zane.com BRUZANEMEDIABASE.COM BRU-ZANE.COM


https://www.bruzanemediabase.com/en/exploration/works/belle-au-bois-dormant-carre-collin-silver
https://www.bruzanemediabase.com/it/esplorazione/opere/belle-au-bois-dormant-carre-collin-silver
https://bru-zane.com/fr/#
https://www.bruzanemediabase.com/en/exploration/works/belle-au-bois-dormant-carre-collin-silver
https://www.bruzanemediabase.com/en/exploration/works/belle-au-bois-dormant-carre-collin-silver
https://www.bruzanemediabase.com/en/exploration/works/belle-au-bois-dormant-carre-collin-silver
https://www.bruzanemediabase.com/en/exploration/works/belle-au-bois-dormant-carre-collin-silver
https://www.bruzanemediabase.com/en/exploration/works/belle-au-bois-dormant-carre-collin-silver

