
LA BELLE AU BOIS DORMANT 
Charles Silver (1868-1949)

Féerie lyrique in four acts and nine tableaux, including a prologue.
Libretto by Michel Carré and Paul Collin after the tale by Charles Perrault.
First performance: Grand-Théâtre, Marseille, 8 January 1902.
Éditions Choudens – Revision: Palazzetto Bru Zane.
Recorded on 7-9 January 2025 at the Béla Bartók National Concert Hall, Müpa Budapest (Hungary).
World premiere recording.

Release date: 24 April 2026

Silver: a golden boy among composers?

Charles Silver, born in Paris in 1868 to a travelling salesman of Russian origins, had to apply for French citizenship to be 
authorised to enter the Prix de Rome competition for musical composition. He had become a student at the Conservatoire in 
1886 and had attended the harmony class of Théodore Dubois and the composition class of Jules Massenet. Having
received his naturalisation papers in 1889, he competed for and won the Premier Prix de Rome in 1891 with the cantata 
L’Interdit. Aside from the works written at the Villa Medici (notably an overture to Bérénice, performed at the Institut de 
France in 1895, and a biblical opera entitled Tobie), his early opus numbers were mélodies and patriotic songs (including 
En avant! on a text by Paul Déroulède). He managed to establish himself in the big Parisian concert associations with a 
number of pieces premiered around the turn of the century, among them a Rapsodie sicilienne (Concerts Lamoureux, 1899) 
and the Poème carnavalesque (Monaco, 1906, composed at the Villa Medici). Married to the singer Georgette Bréjean (a 
leading interpreter of Massenet’s Manon in the late 1890s), Silver also turned his hand to opera, as witness La Belle au bois 
dormant (written in Rome and premiered in Marseille in 1902); Le Clos (premiered at the Opéra-Comique in 1906); Negililde 
(a ballet mêlé de chants premiered in Monte Carlo in 1909); Myriane (a drame lyrique premiered in Nice in 1913); La Mégère 
apprivoisée (premiered at the Opéra in 1922); and finally, La Grand-Mère (1930) and Quatre-Vingt-Treize (1936). Appointed 
professor of harmony at the Paris Conservatoire in 1919 after the death of Lavignac, he was made Chevalier de la Légion 
d’Honneur in 1926 and died more than twenty years later, in 1949.
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The subject of Sleeping Beauty was rarely set to music in France before the 1890s, when Silver began to consider tackling 
it. Only an opera by Carafa and a ballet by Hérold, both composed in the 1820s, had persuaded the Paris Opéra to take an 
interest in Perrault’s tale. By contrast, during Silver’s time, it sparked a much keener resurgence of interest: in the space of a 
few years, a mélodie by Debussy, a symphonic poem by Alfred Bruneau, a romance by Edmond Missa and an opéra-bouffe by
Charles Lecocq were published under this title.
Silver’s féerie has long been high on the list of curiosities that the Palazzetto Bru Zane had singled out for exploration. An 
excerpt was sung by Jodie Devos in a recital devoted to fairytale music and recorded by Alpha Classics in 2016. All that re-
mained was to take the plunge and revive the complete work. Our collaboration with the Hungarian National Philharmonic 
Orchestra and Choir – of which David’s Herculanum, Massenet’s Werther and Lalo’s Le Roi d’Ys were the first fruits – proved 
to be the ideal framework for this undertaking. At the time of the present recording’s release, a staged version of the opera is 
also being presented at the Opéra de Saint-Étienne in coproduction with the Palazzetto Bru Zane. All the indications are that 
the time is ripe for the resurrection of a work with such appeal to audiences. Or, at the very least, the fairies have made the 
effort to break for a while the curse pronounced more than a century ago. A huge thank you to all the artists and collabora-
tors on this recording project, and first and foremost to György Vashegyi, who is motivated by an unwavering passion and 
curiosity for the French operatic repertory from Lully to Massenet.
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