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Chansons des bois d’Amaranthe, Orphelines, La Mer, Chanson pour elle, La Nuit

TRACKLIST

Noél paien Expressions lyriques: 1. Dialogue — II. Les Nuages —
Larmes maternelles IV. Battements d’ailes — VIL. Nocturne — VIII. Mélancolie
Flégie Le Petit Jésus

Sainte Théreése prie La Nuit

Entracte-Sévillana (from Don César de Bazan) (instr.)

Chansons des bois d’Amaranthe:
1. O bon printemps — II. Oiseau des bois —
IIL Cheéres fleurs — IV. O ruisseau — V. Chantez !

Orphelines

Premiére Danse

La Riviére

Avril est amoureux

La Mer (Schubert, Am Meer [Schwanengesang,
D.957,no.12],

orch. Massenet) (instr.)

Cl‘fanson pour elle Songs with Orchestra-|
Départ 2022
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With this second release of more than twenty mélodies for voice and orchestra by Jules Massenet, the Palazzetto Bru Zane concludes

the complete recording of his pieces of this type, and continues its defence and illustration of the genre, begun exactly ten years ago.

It was on the occasion of a festival devoted to Camille Saint-Saéns, in 2017, that the editorial team of the Centre de musique romanti-
que francaise unearthed some thirty works by him for this combination, forming a rich and colourful corpus that few musicians or
musicologists had previously identified. The song with orchestra — which in France still came down to no more than a few examples by
Duparc and more especially Berlioz — took on a new aspect and aroused renewed interest. Our research then continued with the gradual
resurrection of dozens such pieces by Gounod, Hahn, Dubois, Guilmant, Godard, Jaéll, Bonis, Holmés, Thomas, Caplet, Vierne, Fauré and
others. And it emerged that Massenet had not been not immune to the appeal of these lyrical miniatures either: more than fifty from his
pen still awaited publication and recording. That mission has now been accomplished with the appearance of this disc.

The tribulations of the Covid pandemic in 2020 provided an unexpected opportunity to record a first volume of Massenet songs featuring
six soloists in partnership with the Orchestre de Chambre de Paris conducted by Hervé Niquet. The very favourable reception

of this disc, particularly in the press, prompted the continuation of the project and the decision to embark on a second (and final)
instalment. This time it is a quartet of singers who appear with the Orchestre de 'Opéra Normandie Rouen under the direction of

Pierre Dumoussaud.

Our second volume reveals two cycles of striking originality. First, Chansons des bois d’Amaranthe, often mistakenly thought to be a set
of choruses with piano, which exploits various combinations of a quartet of soloists and a flexible orchestra; the fluidity of the latter
relies on the unexpected presence of a piano, which enlivens the orchestral texture with its voluble notes. The tone alternates between
the operatic, notably in the concluding Chantez!, and the introspective, thanks to the use of a cappella writing or more intimate duet
and trio scorings. Written in February 1901, the score was orchestrated shortly thereafter — in the summer of 1902 — but this orchestral
version does not appear to have been published. The other remarkable cycle here was composed for the contralto Lucy Arbell, a close
friend of Massenet’s for whom he wrote several demanding operatic roles (including Perséphone in Ariane and Posthumia in Roma).

The originality of the set of ten Expressions lyriques lies in the alternation of sung passages and spoken passages with musical accom-
paniment. Massenet considered some of these pieces successful enough to warrant orchestrating them and thereby producing a new,
smaller cycle. As in the case of the Chansons des bois d’Amaranthe, this orchestral version has remained unrecorded until now.

The programme is completed by an anthology of individual songs, some of which reappeared at the last minute in public auctions or
were located just a few weeks before the project was completed, such as the superb La Nuit, where harp and piano intertwine their
crystalline timbres to create an unsettling atmosphere. It is precisely the nature of this repertory to offer Iyrical expressions’ that are
all different from each other, all noteworthy, all original. How could Massenet, that master of operatic emotion, not have shown his
consummate musical craftsmanship in composing them?
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