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‘The subject of Mazeppa has inspired M™ Clémence de Grandval to write a truly remarkable score, the success of which will
cause a stir in the musical world.” It was with these flattering words that the press greeted the premiere of the five-act opera
by one of the women composers most frequently performed in late nineteenth-century France. For her career was regularly
marked by flattering reviews and lasting successes, spanning all genres, from chamber music to oratorio and opera.

Yet Mazeppa, though regarded as her testamentary work, did not enjoy the honour of a premiere at the Paris Opéra and had
to fall back on Bordeaux to reap the rewards of glory. A model of concision, this powerful, dramatic opera relates in a little
over two hours the apotheosis and fall of the Cossack general Ivan Mazeppa, a fugitive in war-torn Ukraine. It was predicted
that the work would enjoy a long career, but the subsequent evolution of the musical language of the Belle Epoque, followed
by the composer’s death, meant that Mazeppa sank into oblivion for more than a century. It was high time for its hero to get

back in the saddle.

E Find Clémence de Grandval and Mazeppa on Bru Zane Mediabase
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https://www.bruzanemediabase.com/en/exploration/documents/mazeppa-grandval
https://share.bridge.audio/bru-zane/grandval-de-mazeppa-bz-1063?id=4534c24c-dabb-4ff9-94e7-d46c182a12d3
https://share.bridge.audio/bru-zane-/grandval-de--mazeppa--bz-1063?id=4534c24c-dabb-4ff9-94e7-d46c182a12d3
https://www.bruzanemediabase.com/en/exploration/documents/mazeppa-grandval

‘Clémence de Grandval’s final opera [...] is reborn in Munich, carried by a superlative Miinchner Rundfunkorchester and
a highly committed cast. [...| The libretto by Charles Grandmougin and Georges Hartmann is skillfully crafted. Heroic
scenes with chorus, ensembles rich in contrasts and character oppositions alternate with confessions, tender or vengeful
duets — not to mention a complete twist of fate. [...] Grandval knows how to color and ‘punctuate’ her orchestra with crafts-
manship as solid as her dramatic instinct. [...| After dazzling us in Ariane by Jules Massenet, the musicians of the Miinchner
Rundfunkorchester once again cover themselves in glory. With all the subtlety and allure for which he is known, Tassis
Christoyannis becomes Mazeppa. [...| How can one believe in his treachery? We share the blindness of Matréna, portrayed
by the radiant Nicole Car, who boldly embraces often steep high notes as well as a full-bodied lower middle register. [...]
The warrior Iskra, to whom Julien Dran lends his impressively valiant, taut, sinewy tenor, pursues her with vengeful wrath.
But it is the Kotchoubey of Ante Jerkunica — a bass of cold marble and cutting diction — who strikes the fatal blow in Act IV,
casting anathema upon the unfortunate woman. [...] The firmly articulated baritone of Pawel Trojak envelops the Archiman-
drite’s few interventions with a blend of authority and wisdom. And finally, bravo to Mihhail Gerts, a lyrical conductor with
a supremely assured beat and a lively, energetic gesture [...|. The Palazzetto Bru Zane, which made this rediscovery possible
and ensured its full realization, recorded this Mazeppa by Clémence de Grandval ahead of the concert. To say that we are
eager to hear it again is an understatement!’

Francois Laurent for Diapason, 21 January 2025.

19 January 2025, Prinzregententheater, Munich (Germany). © BR. Markus Konvalin
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