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Cherubini’s Les Abencérages, premiered in 1813, heralds the spectacle and extravagance of Romantic grand opera. From 
the Alhambra gardens to the battlefield, the action skilfully intertwines political conspiracies with a love story. Underpinned 
by the energy and timbres of period instruments, this recording demonstrates the work’s modernity and its musical quali-
ties. Anaïs Constans valiantly tackles the demanding role of Noraïme, while Edgaras Montvidas displays his lyric tenor voice 
in a series of sublime airs whose beauty was already hinted at by none other than Roberto Alagna in a recital disc released 
in 2003. Around this couple, a plethoric cast of soloists achieves the same high standards of French diction and style. 
The Hungarian conductor György Vashegyi, flanked by the Purcell Choir and Orfeo Orchestra, reveals here another 
key milestone of French Romantic opera.   

Italiano, ma non troppo…
The importance of foreign composers in the construction of the national genre of French opera has often been remar-
ked upon – and rightly so. Cherubini represents a special case in this context. Though trained in the Italian manner, 
he formed a link between the Vienna of Mozart and Beethoven and the Paris of Méhul and Grétry rather than with 
the composers of his native land. It was in this context of experimentation that Cherubini was assigned Étienne de Jouy’s 
libretto for Les Abencérages. Through its subtle political references, the opera displays the exoticism of the settings, 
the picturesque nature of the social traditions and the violence of religious obligations. To amplify the tragic destinies 
of its truly Romantic heroine, the librettist uses all the key elements of the mélodrame that the Parisian audience loved. 
The composer, very much in tune with his time, seized upon the best of his contemporaries’ inspirations and made 
them his own. On the occasion of this recording, the Palazzetto Bru Zane has edited and published for the first time 
the complete set of performing materials (full and vocal scores, orchestral parts), which had remained in manuscript 
form until now.
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BRU ZANE LABEL PUBLICATIONS
Les Abencérages adds a new chapter to the collaboration between the Palazzetto Bru Zane – Centre de musique romantique 
française, Orfeo Orchestra and the Purcell Choir conducted by György Vashegyi, following two publications by 
Bru Zane Label : the digital edition of Adrien by Méhul in 2014 and the CD-book of Phèdre by Lemoyne in 2020.
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A coproduction of Palazzetto Bru Zane, Müpa Budapest 
and Orfeo Music Foundation with the support of EMMI 
and Haydneum.
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